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At Florida high school, 
‘a horrible day for us’ 


AT LEAST 17 DEAD; GUNMAN DREW STUDENTS OUT WITH FIRE ALARM 


By TERRY SPENCER 
AND KELLI KENNEDY 
The Associated Press 


PARKLAND, Fla. — A former 
student opened fire with a semi- 
automatic rifle at a Florida high 
school Wednesday, killing at 
least 17 people and sending 
hundreds of students fleeing 
into the streets in the nation’s 
deadliest school shooting since a 
gunman attacked an elementary 
school in Newtown, Connecti- 
cut. 

The shooter, who also was 
equipped with a gas mask and 
smoke grenades, set off a fire 
alarm to draw students out of 
classrooms shortly before the 
day ended at one of the state’s 
largest schools, officials said. 

Authorities offered no imme- 
diate details on the 19-year-old 
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JOHN MCCALL / SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 
Shocked students leave a lockdown imposed during Wednesday’s shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. It 
was the deadliest school shooting since Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012. Police found the suspected shooter walking down a nearby street. 


suspect or any possible motive, 
except to say that he had been 
kicked out of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, a school of 
more than 3,000 students ina 
tony suburb northwest of Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Students who knew the shoot- 


er, identified as Nikolas Cruz, 
described a volatile man whose 
strange behavior had caused 


MIKE STOCKER / SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 


others to end friendships with 
him, particularly after the fight 
that led to his expulsion. 


Police direct a line of evacuees Wednesday afternoon. Students said the man responsible for the 
shooting was expelled from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High last school year for fighting. 


“Oh my God! Oh my God!” 
one student yelled over and over 


See > SHOOTING, A12 


Seattle panel closing in on plan to fund 
homeless aid with a business ‘head tax’ 


By DANIEL BEEKMAN 


Supporters and opponents agree 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


the council will almost certainly 
greenlight some version of the 
so-called “head tax” next month 
and allocate the money to combat 
homelessness. 

Exactly how much money the tax 


A Seattle task force will start 
wrapping up its work Thursday, 
setting the stage for the City Council 
to pass anew tax on high-grossing 
businesses like Amazon. 


would raise, which businesses 
would pay it and how the dollars 
would be distributed are among the 
details still to be sorted out. 
Aversion of the tax almost won 
approval last year, but the council 
narrowly voted for more process 


instead, punting the issue to a panel 
of citizens and experts. 

That move put the idea on the 
political back burner, but not for 
long, because the council vowed to 
revisit it with recommendations 
from the community task force and 
adopt a head tax (also called an 
employee-hours tax) or something 
similar by March 26. 

To keep the council on track, the 
task force must make significant 

See > TAX, A10 


Amazon 
surpasses 
Microsoft 
in value 


E-COMMERCE GIANT NOW 
NO. 3 INTHE WORLD 


19% revenue growth each 
year for the last decade 


By MATT DAY 
Seattle Times business reporter 
In Amazon’s latest conquest, 
the company has toppled Micro- 
soft to become the third most 
valuable company in the world. 
The online retailer’s stock 
closed up $36.54 a share, or 
2.6 percent, at $1,451.05 on 


Wednesday, 

giving the 

company a 

market capi- 

talization of 

$702.5 billion, 

enough to top 

its Seattle-area 

neighbor for (market cap in 

the first time. billions) 
Microsoft’s 

market value Apple 

stood at $849.2 

$699.2 billion, Alphabet 

after its shares $744.8 

rose $1.40, or : 

1.6 percent,to Amazon 

$90.81 $702.5 

Wednesday. Microsoft 
Combined, $699.2 

all other public i 

companies Facebook 

based in $521.5 

Washington Source: S&P 

state have a Capital IQ 

market capi- 


talization of only about $400 bil- 
lion. 

Chicago-based Boeing has a 
market value of $205 billion. 

Amazon trails only Apple, 
worth $849.2 billion, and Google 
parent Alphabet, at $744.8 bil- 
lion, among publicly traded 

See > AMAZON, A13 


Report finds 
VA chiefs wife 
vacationed on 
taxpayer dime 


By LISA REIN 
The Washington Post 

Veterans Affairs Secretary 
David Shulkin’s chief of staff 
doctored an email and made false 
statements to create a pretext for 
taxpayers to cover expenses for 
the secretary’s wife on a 10-day 
trip to Europe this past summer, 
the agency’s inspector general has 
found. 

Vivieca Wright Simpson, VA’s 
third-most senior official, altered 
language in an email from an aide 
coordinating the trip to make it 
appear that Shulkin was receiving 
an award from the Danish govern- 
ment and then used the award to 
justify paying for his wife’s travel, 

See > TRAVEL, A10 
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STORE-WIDE SALE GREAT SAVINGS 
2 DAYS ONLY FREE CLASSES 


Canon 


PIXMA PRO-100 i 


Reg $499 SALE $399 
- $50 INSTANT REBATE 
- $250 MAIL-IN REBATE 

While Supply Lasts! 


FREE PACK 13X19 
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Canon 


